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lives ; and that occcasiomlly their claims are in a way sub-
stantiated. But does this fact prove that there necessarily
exists a sort of.syntony between a dying man^s conscious-
ness and the brain of an infant born just at the moment
of his death? Should we hot rather look for the explanation of
these Burmese Winzas to subconscious processes? "By their
brooding and incubation," says Dr. Stanley Hall, "the con-
scious person communes with the species, and perhaps even
r^the genus to which he belongs; receives messages from and
perchance occasionally gives them to it,appeals to mighty soul
powers not his own, but which are so wise, benignant, and
energetic that he is perhaps prone to the pathetic fallacy of in-
terpreting the subhuman as superhuman, if, like the English
Psychic Researchers, he has no intimation of the wisdom,
depth below deptl^that has been organised into our bodies,
brains, automatisms, and instincts, which is vastly and in-
comparably greater than all that is in the consciousness of
all men now living combined, and if he deems the surface
phenomena in his own sapient soul to be its essential ex-
perience. This is the larger self, if such an^anthropomor-
phizing, self-idolatrous term may be used, with which we are
continuous. It is beneath, and not above us, immanent
and not transcendent, and if only rightly interpreted it is
veridicial in a sense and degree our voluble ratiocination
knows not of/'*

The Buddhist doctrine of karma is very wide in its scope.
Karma operates not only in the sphere of sentient life, but
extends oyer the whole of phenomenal existence (frapancha).
Karmajam lokavaichitryam iti siddhaivat. In his Outlines
of Mahayana Mr. Kuroda explains the scope of the Bud-
dhist doctrine of karma as follows: " There are neither
creators nor created ; nor are men real beings. It is actions
and causes that, under favourable conditions, give birth to
them. For men are nothing more than the temporary
combination of the five skandhas, or constituents. The
beginning of this combination is their birth; its decomposi-
tion their death.. During the continuation of the combined
state, good and bad actions are done, seeds of future happi-

* Adolescence, Vol. II,, p. 342.